
Table 1-3.      MINERAL AND SURFACE ACRES ADMINISTERED BY 
THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT                                          

       
                    

State Land Total
Federal
Minerals
        /a/

Federal 
Surface
Lands
       /b/

Split-Estate
Federal
Minerals
        /c/

BLM
Public 
Lands
        /d/

Indian
Trust
Minerals
      /e/

__________
 Million Acres

___________
 Million Acres

___________
Million Acres

_____________
  Million Acres

___________
 Million Acres

___________
Million Acres

Alaska     365.48      237.0      237.0        0.0       86.5        1.2

Arizona       72.69        35.8        33.0        3.0       14.3      20.7  /f/

California     100.21        47.5        45.0        2.5       14.6        0.6

Colorado       66.49        29.0        24.1        5.2         8.4        0.8  /g/

Eastern States  /h/       ------        40.0        40.0        0.3         1.0        2.3

Hawaii         4.11          0.6          0.6        0.0         0.0        0.0 

Idaho       52.93        36.5        33.1        3.4       11.9        0.6

Kansas       52.51          0.8            0.7        0.1         0.0        0.0

Montana       93.27        37.8        26.1      11.7         8.0        5.5

Nebraska       49.03          0.7          0.7        0.0         0.0        0.1

Nevada       70.26        58.7        58.4        0.3       47.9        1.2

New Mexico       77.77        36.0        26.5        9.5       13.4        8.4  /f/

North Dakota       44.45          5.6          1.1        4.5         0.1        0.9

Oklahoma       44.09          2.3          1.7        0.5         0.0        1.1

Oregon       61.60        33.9        32.4        1.5       16.2        0.8

South Dakota       48.88          3.7          2.1        1.6         0.3        5.0

Texas     168.22          4.5          4.5        0.0         0.0        0.0

Utah       52.70        35.2        34.0        1.2       22.8        2.3  /f/

Washington       42.69        12.5        12.2        0.3         0.4        2.6

Wyoming       62.34        41.6        30.0      11.6       18.4        1.9

Total      699.7      643.2      57.2     264.2      56.0



Table 1-3.         MINERAL AND SURFACE ACRES ADMINISTERED BY 
THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT – concluded        

   

               
Note: This table and the accompanying maps represent 2 years of effort involved in researching,

collecting, analyzing, and verifying data from numerous sources, and then coordinating and
consulting with BLM State staff and other agencies.  It presents a “snapshot” of data as of 1999. 
Because of the scope and complexity involved in creating and updating this table, and the fact that it
is intended to present an approximation of the surface and mineral acreages managed by the BLM,
yearly updates are not planned.

Estimated acreages were based on various sources of published and unpublished data.  The rationale
used to develop these data is presented in “Public Lands, On-Shore Federal and Indian Minerals in
Lands of the U.S.,” prepared by Sie Ling Chiang of BLM’s Washington Office in 2000.  The first
column, Land Total, is taken from Table 1-3 and the fifth column, BLM Public Lands, from 
Table 1-4, both from Public Land Statistics, 1999. 

/a/ The term Federal Minerals refers to on-shore Federal minerals that are part of BLM’s
responsibilities.   The on-shore Federal mineral acreage approximates the sum of Federal Surface
Lands acres and Split-Estate Federal Minerals acres shown in the next two columns.  As of 1999, the
total was approximately 700 million acres.

    
/b/ Federal Surface Lands include both the public domain and acquired lands of all Federal agencies. 

With the exception of an estimated 4 million acres of the acquired lands, Federal mineral rights exist
in all Federal lands. 

/c/ The term Split-Estate Federal Minerals refers to Federal mineral rights under private surface lands. 
These are patented lands with minerals reserved to the U.S.  Reservations may be for single,
multiple, or all minerals.  The 58 million acres is the mid-point of estimates ranging from 55 to 60
million acres (provided by the Colorado State Office).  This results in a significantly lower acreage
than that shown in Table 3-2;  future updates will address this inconsistency.

/d/ On these public lands, the BLM manages both surface resources and subsurface minerals.  The
surface acreage is part of the Federal Surface Lands shown in the third column.  The mineral
acreage is part of the Federal Mineral estate included in the second column.  As of 1999, BLM’s
public lands  comprised 264 million surface acres.  For an annual update, refer to Table 1-4 of
Public Land Statistics.

/e/ As part of its trust management responsibility, the BLM provides technical supervision of mineral
development on 56 million acres of American Indian trust lands except for Osage lands.  All
minerals in Indian trust lands are “leasable.”  Acreage information was obtained in 1999 from the
Real Estate Services staff of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

  
 /f/ Navajo and Hopi oil and gas in Arizona and Utah are managed by New Mexico BLM.

/g/ Ute Mountain Ute oil and gas in New Mexico are managed by Colorado BLM.
 
/h/ BLM’s Eastern States is responsible for Federal minerals in the 31 states east of, or bordering on,

the Mississippi River. 



BLM ACREAGE 
MONTANA 

FY 2004 
 

COUNTY 
 

SURFACE ACRES 
 
SUBSURFACE ACRES 

 
 

BILLINGS FIELD OFFICE 
 
Big Horn 

 
27,272 

 
397,268 

 
Carbon 

 
218,470 

 
693,563 

 
Golden Valley 

 
7,844 

 
67,365 

 
Musselshell 

 
101,904 

 
251,516 

 
Stillwater 

 
5,560 

 
244,502 

 
Sweet Grass 

 
15,834 

 
357,493 

 
Wheatland 

 
1,195 

 
84,623 

 
Yellowstone 

 
76,780 

 
125,941 

 
SUBTOTAL                                                           454,859                                                      2,222,271 
 

 
BUTTE FIELD OFFICE 

 
Broadwater 

 
61,042 

 
285,338 

 
Deer Lodge 

 
5,377 

 
255,469 

 
Gallatin 

 
7,283 

 
663,489 

 
Jefferson 

 
96,397 

 
586,594 

 
*Lewis & Clark  

 
*60,882 

 
*1,171,806 

 
Park 

 
8,323 

 
912,863 

 
Silver Bow 

 
45,042 

 
254,198 

 
SUBTOTAL                                                         284,346                                                          4,129,757 
 

 
DILLON FIELD OFFICE 

 
Beaverhead 

 
655,794 

 
2,312,439 

 
Madison 

 
247,829 

 
1,178,337 

 
SUBTOTAL                                                   903,623                                                               3,490,776 
 

 
LEWISTOWN FIELD OFFICE 

(Includes Havre and Great Falls Field Stations) 
 
Blaine (Havre FS) 

 
452,832 

 
770,590 

 
Cascade (Great Falls FS) 

 
24,703 

 
269,627 

   



Chouteau (Havre FS) 109,171 304,815 
 
Fergus (Lewistown FO) 

 
346,058 

 
618,413 

 
Glacier (Havre FS) 

 
1,083 

 
390,431 

 
Hill (Havre FS) 

 
14,132 

 
153,771 

 
Judith Basin (Lewistown FO) 

 
11,770 

 
351,011 

 
*Lewis & Clark (Great Falls FS) 

 
*11,050 

 
*1,169,020 

 
Liberty (Havre FS) 

 
7,001 

 
66,492 

 
Meagher (Lewistown FO) 

 
9,795 

 
512,581 

 
Petroleum (Lewistown FO) 

 
325,852 

 
443,631 

 
Pondera (Lewistown FO) 

 
1,289 

 
180,854 

 
Teton (Lewistown FO) 

 
19,845 

 
  381,660 

 
Toole (Havre FS) 

 
27,549 

 
124,312 

 
SUBTOTAL                                                       1,362,130                                                                     5,737,208 
 
 

MALTA FIELD OFFICE  (Includes Glasgow Field Station) 
 
Phillips (Malta FO) 

 
1,078,672 

 
1,806,009 

 
**Valley (Glasgow FS) 

 
**1,013,893 

 
**1,398,106 

 
SUBTOTAL                                                **2,092,565                                                                     **3,204,115 
 
 

MILES CITY FIELD OFFICE 
 
Carter 

 
505,037 

 
1,196,783 

 
Custer 

 
332,615 

 
750,060 

 
Daniels 

 
200 

 
390,517 

 
Dawson 

 
62,016 

 
630,214 

 
Fallon 

 
115,261 

 
254,410 

Garfield 493,491 1,859,966 
 
McCone 

 
200,808 

 
900,120 

 
Powder River 

 
254,089 

 
1,508,943 

 
Prairie 

 
447,462 

 
601,804 

 
Richland 

 
51,601 

 
795,299 

 
Roosevelt 

 
4,197 

327,372 

 
Rosebud 

 
230,056 

 
 735,528 

 
Sheridan 

 
261 

 
871,123 

 
Treasure 

 
748 

 
25,301 

 
**Valley 

 
**0 

 
**1,398,106 



 
Wibaux 

 
26,033 

 
213,797 

 
SUBTOTAL 

2,723,875 12,459,343 

 
 

MISSOULA FIELD OFFICE 
 
Flathead 

 
0 

 
2,380,049 

 
Granite 

 
38,303 

 
742,345 

 
Lake 

 
0 

 
170,182 

 
Lincoln 

 
0 

 
1,727,351 

 
Mineral 

 
0 

 
635,151 

 
Missoula 

 
19,500 

 
653,150 

 
Powell 

 
82,047 

 
788,268 

 
Ravalli 

 
0 

 
1,115,073 

 
Sanders 

 
0 

 
902,191 

 
SUBTOTAL 

139,850 9,113,760 

MONTANA TOTAL 7,961,248 37,787,318 
*Lewis and Clark County acres split between Butte and Lewistown Field Offices: 

TOTAL surface acreage:                  71,932 
TOTAL subsurface acreage:      1,171,806 

 
**Valley County acres split between Malta and Miles City Field Offices. 

TOTAL surface acreage:               1,013,893  
TOTAL subsurface acreage:        1,398,106 

 
Data current as of September 30, 2004. 


